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East of Salinas
Fri., Oct. 14, 6:15 pm, University Christian Church
Screens w/ Limpiadores and Poison Control

Join us for refreshments, several stellar films, and a lively panel 
discussion on worker justice.

East of  Salinas follows an undocumented 3rd grader whose 
dreams are threatened by deportation and gang violence. 
(Laura Pacheco and Jackie Mow, 72 min, USA).

Limpiadores captures a labor conflict between the invisible 
migrants who clean offices and their university employer. 
(Fernando L. González Mitjáns, 40 min, UK/Colombia/Brazil)

Poison Control tells the story of  three farmworkers' painful 
experiences with pesticide drift. (Nate Midgley, 14 min, USA).

OPENING NIGHT
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Promised Land
Mon., Oct. 17, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Safe Passage

Promised Land follows two tribes in the Pacific Northwest 
— the Duwamish and the Chinook — as they fight for 
the restoration of  treaty rights they've long been denied. 
(Sarah & Vasant Samudre Salcedo, 98 min, USA)

Here’s to Flint
Tues., Oct. 18, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Baltimore and From Flint

The inside story of  how local residents, journalists, and 
scientists organized to uncover the water contamination 
crisis that has sparked a national debate about the 
impacts of  austerity and infrastructure decline in the 
USA. (Kate Levy, 45 min, USA)

La Troisième Langue
Wed., Oct. 19, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Film Forever and Truth Seekers
Dalit Bloch, a Swiss-Jewish drama teacher, returns after 
40 years to Israel, the country of  her birth, to lead a 
theatre project with Arabic and Jewish teenagers. Can 
these young people change the future of  Israel and 
Palestine? (Benno Hungerbühler, 84 min, Switzerland/
Palestine/Israel)

Milwaukee 53206
Tues., Oct. 18, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Mothering Inside and Call to Action

The USA has the most prisoners of  any nation in the 
world. In Milwaukee’s mostly African-American 53206 
zip code, 62% of  adult men have spent time in prison, 
making it the most incarcerated zip code in the 
country. (Keith McQuirter, 52 min, USA)

Katarina Taikon
Wed., Oct. 19, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Right to be Rescued
Roma activist Katarina Taikon was born in a tent and 
came to change the course of  Swedish history. Denied 
education, she learned to read in her late twenties and 
later, with her stories about a Romani girl, became one 
of  the most-read authors of  children’s books in Sweden. 
(Gellert Tamas & Lawen Mohtadi, 90 min, Sweden)

PROGRAM
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(Short films descriptions 
begin on p. 9)



In Our Son’s Name
Fri., Oct. 21,  6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre 

Screens with Tadaima and Voices from Kaw Thoo Lei

Phyllis and Orlando Rodríguez' lives shatter with the 
death of  their son, Greg, who dies with thousands of  

others at the World Trade Center on 9/11/2001.  
Instead of  seeking revenge, the grieving couple begins a 

journey of  reconciliation that transforms their lives. 
(Gayla Jamison, 64 min, USA)

Killswitch
Fri., Oct. 21, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens with Invisibility, Climb to Justice, and 
Divestment Victory at Columbia

This award-winning documentary featuring Edward 
Snowden and Aaron Swartz explores how Internet 

censorship threatens free speech, innovation, 
and democracy. (Ali Akbarzadeh, 72 min, USA)

Goodwin’s Way
Sat., Oct. 22, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens with The Real Work, A Job I Can Enjoy, 
and Fare Share

Goodwin’s Way explores a British Columbia town's 
resistance to a coal-powered future 100 years after the 

killing of  controversial local labor activist Ginger 
Goodwin. (Neil Vokey, 56 min, Canada)

Kidnap Capital
Thu., Oct. 20, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens with An Education
*** Viewer Discretion Advised ***

Trapped and tortured inside a Phoenix, Ariz. 'Drop 
House,' Manolo and a group of  undocumented 

migrants must unite and find a way to escape the 
violent human kidnapping ring holding them hostage. 

Based on real events. (Felipe Rodriguez, 93 min, USA)

Zona Intangible
Thu., Oct. 20, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens with For the Birds
Refugees fleeing the Shining Path terrorists build a new 

city on the edge of  Lima, Peru. A gift from an 
American family funds construction of  the city’s first 

modern health clinic. Against great odds, the clinic 
has thrived for 13 years. (Ann Hedreen & Rustin 

Thompson, 77 min, USA)
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Shorts Program: Refuge and Recovery
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Les Cloys, Children in Gold, Nation, Exile Incessant, 
Transit Zone, and Counter Act

Provocative shorts on language differences, overcoming 
climate disaster, the legacy of  apartheid, the refugee 
crisis, and LGBTQ rights.

Transient
Mon., Oct. 24, 6 pm, NW Film Forum
Screens with HOPPLA!
Franky was brought to the USA from Mexico when he 
was a little boy. When an unfortunate incident results 
in his deportation, he must choose whether to stay in 
Mexico with his long-lost father — under the iron fist 
of  the cartel — or to make the dangerous journey back 
to the USA. (Alexander Stockton, 110 min, USA)

The Good Mind
Mon., Oct. 24, 8 pm, NW Film Forum
Screens with What Makes Black People Black? and 
Local Treasure
In defiance of  treaties, NY state stole most of  the 
Onondaga Nation's land. This film follows Onondaga 
Nation leaders as they strive to protect their sovereignty 
and culture, seek justice for the wrongs done to their 
traditional lands, and work to prevent further harm. 
(Gwendolyn Cates, 66 min, USA)

If I See You I’ll Say Hi
Sun., Oct. 23, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with La Condena, Thailand’s Seafood Slaves, 
The Wall, and Fashion to Die For
Julia Roeselers was working at a local cafe when she was 
held at knifepoint during an attempted robbery. The 
robber turned out to be her 14-year-old neighbor. The 
film follows the processes of  criminal law, youth crime and 
restorative justice.  (Julia Roeselers, 55 min, Netherlands)

On the Farm
Sat., Oct. 22, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Surviving International Boulevard
*** Viewer Discretion Advised ***
On the Farm is a dramatization chronicling Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside missing women during serial killer 
Robert Pickton’s active years. Using a combination of  
fictional and real characters, the film puts the women 
front and center. (Rachel Talalay, 90 min, Canada)
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Jackson
Tues., Oct. 25, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens with Personhood
Jackson takes an intimate look at the last remaining 
abortion clinic in Mississippi and the lives of  three 

women caught up in the complex issues surrounding  
abortion access.  

(Maisie Crow, 93 min, USA)

Scene Queen
Tues., Oct. 25, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre 

Screens with I am a Young Worker
Narrative film Scene Queen explores the often-brutal 

world of  teen cyberbullying through the story of  Jess. 
Escaping a troubled home life, she finds acceptance 

with a group of  popular girls who have gained Internet 
notoriety by posting videos of  their fistfights on a 

fictional social network. (Janet Harvey, 70 min, USA)

Social Justice Film Festival 	
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Baltimore: A Moment to a Movement
Tues., Oct. 18, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Here’s to Flint
The media called it a riot, but on the streets of  

Baltimore they call it an uprising. The police murder of  
Freddie Gray ignited mass protests that have been called 

Black Spring. But in working-class Black communities 
across the city, the issues go beyond police violence. 

(Jordan Flaherty, 20 min, USA)

A Call to Action
Tues., Oct. 18, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Milwaukee 53206
In this film, Elmer Dixon, a former Black Panther, leads 

a workshop on the disproportionate incarceration of  
Black, Latino and Native youth in King County. 

Participants share their stories and opinions about the 
impact of  what has become known as the “New Jim 

Crow.” (Matthew Jacobson, 11 min, USA)

Counter Act
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens as part of the Shorts Program

A jukebox diner. The usual homogeneous crowd. Two 
unwelcome visitors sit at the counter. Past and present 

collide as we wonder: Have we seen this play out 
before? (Steven T. Gottlieb, 4 min, USA)

INDEX of SHORT FILMS
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Climb to Justice
Fri., Oct. 21, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Killswitch
Early on June 27, 2015, a dedicated group of  activists 

carried out an act of  civil disobedience that would rivet 
the nation. This is the behind-the-scenes story of  events 

leading up to the historic moment when the Confederate 
flag was removed from the South Carolina State Capitol. 

(Andrea Desky & Jonathan Robert, 14 min, USA)

Children in Gold
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens as part of the Shorts Program

This short documentary poem forms part of  the 
"Iphigenia Project," a transmedia collaboration with 
playwright Lisa Schlesinger. To date, more than 4.8 

million refugees have fled Syria alone. A third of  them 
are children. (Irina Patkanian, 6 min, Greece)
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Fashion to Die For
Sun., Oct. 23,  5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before If I See You I’ll Say Hi
Spinning colors and thread; flowing fabric and people; 

frantic workers and machines; and desperate rescue 
crews and families combine to create a sound and 

image indictment of  human rights violations by the 
global textile industry.  

(Lynn Estomin, 6 min, USA)

Fare Share
Sun., Oct. 22, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Goodwin’s Way

Through the stories of  four Uber and Lyft drivers, this 
film explores the complexities of  the ride-share 
industry, revealing the challenges of  protecting 

workers’ rights as the nature of  work evolves. 
(Adrienne von Wolffersdorff, 30 min, USA)

Exile Incessant
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens as part of the Shorts Program  

Set in London in the present day, this short film 
examines the relationship between two South African 

families living in self-imposed exile.  
(James Reynolds, 23 min, United Kingdom)
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An Education
Thu., Oct. 20, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Kidnap Capital

What is it like to be a person of  color at a primarily 
white institution? An Education takes a glimpse at the 
experience of  four young college students attending 

university in the deep south of  North Carolina. 
(Rukayah Oluronbi, 11 min, USA)

Divestment Victory at Columbia
Fri., Oct. 21, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Killswitch

Go behind the scenes with the student campaign that 
forced Columbia University to divest $10 million from 

private prisons. 
(Jonathan Klett, 11 min, USA)



I am a #youngworker
Tues., Oct. 25, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before Scene Queen
I am a #youngworker is an artistic, animated story that 
gets to the core of  what young workers face today – 
their struggles, their dreams, and their hopes for the 
future.  (Diana Valenzuela, Preeti Sharma, Saba 
Waheed, Janna Shadduck-Hernandez, Stefanie 
Ritoper, and Tobias Higbie, 5 min, USA)

HOPPLA!!
Mon., Oct. 24, 6 pm, NW Film Forum
Screens before Transient

The Death family is caught up in civic power struggles 
and natural and economic disasters, to the advantage of  
some and disadvantage of  others. A not-too-linear story 
of  gentrification wars that is humorously bleak and only 
partly fantasy.  
(Eddy Falconer, 22 min, USA)

From Flint
Tues., Oct. 18, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before Here’s to Flint
While the national news media have been covering the 
Flint water crisis from the governmental point of  view, 
From Flint takes the viewer inside the city to uncover 
this incident through the first-hand stories of  residents 
and activists.  
(Elise Conklin, 25 min, USA)

Social Justice Film Festival 	
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Voices of a
Poisoned City

FROM FLINT:

For the Birds
Thu., Oct. 20, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before Zona Intangible
James Cataldi, “The Birdman,” will take on anybody and 
anything to protect the birds that depend on NYC’s 
garbage-ridden North Cove. He goes toe-to-toe with 
several tons of  garbage and his own body to save one little 
nook of  “the web of  life” for the future.  
(Miku Otagiri, 21 min, USA)

film forever
Wed., Oct. 19, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before La Troisième Langue

Shot entirely on Super 8, film forever is an experimental 
short film about a young girl who discovers the beauty of  
filmmaking. It's designed to encourage women and 
minority filmmakers to shoot on film.
(Mike McGuirk, 4 min, USA)



Les Cloys
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens as part of the Shorts Program
Four young men in Paris speak their own versions of  
French that bring them closer together, even as they 

sometimes feel separated from the rest of  
Parisian society.

(Julia Hechler, 10 min, USA/France)

Limpiadores
Fri., Oct. 14, 6:15 pm, University Christian Church

Screens before East of Salinas
Limpiadores captures the struggles of  the invisible 

migrant workers who make sure offices and classrooms 
are clean before professors and students arrive for their 

morning classes at some of  London’s most prestigious 
universities. (Fernando L. González Mitjáns, 40 min, 

UK/Colombia/Brazil)
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La Condena
Sun., Oct. 23, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before If I See You I’ll Say Hi

Based on real history. In 2014, there were an average of  
189 evictions in Spain daily: 2 evictions every 15 

minutes. This eviction was carried out at 5:00 pm.
(Marc Nadal, 7 min, Spain)

A Job I Can Enjoy
Sat., Oct. 22, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Goodwin’s Way
The first time Shymara Jones, a Popeye’s worker, went 
to a protest, she didn’t know where she was supposed 

to stand. The second time she went on strike, she 
brought 6 of  her coworkers with her, soon becoming a 

leader in the growing movement for $15 and a union 
for fast food workers. (Milena Velis, 10 min, USA)

Invisibility
Fri., Oct. 21, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Killswitch
Mental illness is often considered the invisible 

disability. You can't see what's going on inside someone 
else's head. Invisibility follows four people who identify 

as having a mental illness as they collaborate with a 
costume designer to make their internal experience 

external. (Sarah Emery, 3 min, Australia)



The Real Work
Sat., Oct. 22, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnical Cultural Theatre
Screens before Goodwin’s Way

This film interrogates the concept of  "hard work" 
through interviews and a social experiment in which 15 
people dig holes in a field during a tempestuous 
Vermont day.
(Jamie McCallum, 5 min, USA)

Personhood (Work-in-Progress Excerpt)
Tues., Oct. 25, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens with Jackson

In a new era of  maternal criminalization, Personhood 
exposes a little known system of  laws that treats 
pregnant women as an underclass. The film follows a 
new mom as she fights to change a Wisconsin law that 
stripped her of  nearly every constitutional right while 
pregnant. (Jo Ardinger & Rosalie Miller, 20 min, USA) 
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Nation
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens as part of the Shorts Program
Nation records a marginalized community’s response to 
the devastating monsoon floods of  2010 in Pakistan. 
Investigative in scope and poetic in style, the film 
charts dramatic experiences of  escape, survival, and 
political mobilization. 
(Ali Nobil Ahmad, 22 min, Pakistan/Germany) 

Mothering Inside
Tues., Oct. 18, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before Milwaukee 53206

Shot over the course of  a year at a correctional facility in 
Oregon, Mothering Inside follows incarcerated women and 
their children working to establish healthy bonds with the 
help of  the Family Preservation Project.
(Brian Lindstrom, 29 min, USA)

Local Treasure
Mon., Oct. 24, 8 pm, NW Film Forum
Screens before The Good Mind

Local Treasure unveils the largest beach restoration 
project on Puget Sound. This film highlights a 10-year 
collaborative project focused on restoring the natural 
processes of  the shoreline to create a healthier 
ecosystem. (Christy X, 20 min, USA)



Tadaima
Fri., Oct. 21, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before In Our Son’s Name
After the closure of  the US internment camps at the 

end of  World War II, a Japanese-American family 
returns home and must find the strength to rebuild 

both their house and their family amidst the emotional 
and physical destruction caused by the war. 

(Robin Takao D’Oench, 15 min, USA) 

Thailand’s Seafood Slaves
Sun., Oct. 23, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before If I See You I’ll Say Hi
Despite recent international attention, in Thailand, 
abusive fishing boat employers and corrupt officials 

operate with impunity, trafficking networks remain, and 
fishers are still at sea — trapped in an endless cycle of  
debt, exploitation and abuse.  (Environmental Justice 

Foundation, 14 min, UK/Thailand/Myanmar)
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Surviving International Boulevard: 
Domestic Child Sex Trafficking

Sat., Oct. 22, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before On the Farm

Surviving International Boulevard reveals the complex 
reality of  domestic child sex trafficking through the 

experiences of  two local women from Oakland, Calif. 
(Sian Taylor Gowan, 20 min, USA)

Safe Passage
Mon., Oct. 17, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Promised Land

Two Northwest tribes work to save the Salish Sea and 
protect their traditional fishing grounds in the face of  

growing pressure from fossil fuel exports through Pacific 
Northwest waterways. 

(Jessica Plumb, 8 min, USA & Canada) 

Right to Be Rescued
Wed., Oct. 19, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre

Screens before Katarina Taikon
During Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, many 

people with disabilities died because the city’s 
emergency planning did not account for their needs. 
This documentary tells their stories and shares what 

New Orleans and other cities are doing to make sure it 
never happens again. (Jordan Melograna, 15 min, USA)
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The Wall
Sun., Oct. 23, 5:40 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before If I See You I’ll Say Hi

Friday afternoon. Nine people before a wall. Waiting. 
Who has the right to see?  A film about the global 
financial crisis.
(Mark Sargent, Maya Tsamprou & Harris Tsambas, 
13 min, Greece)

What Makes Black People Black?
Mon., Oct. 24, 8 pm, NW Film Forum
Screens before The Good Mind

A visual essay tackling Black identity and its 
relationship with media, this film provides a critical 
look at stereotypes, misrepresentation, and police 
brutality through the eyes of  an adolescent.
(Eli Lutale, 7 min, USA)

Voices from Kaw Thoo Lei
Fri, Oct. 21, 6 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before In Our Son’s Name
The Karen people of  Burma believe no one hears their 
pleas for help as their country remains ravaged by a war 
that has lasted over six decades. More than 10,000 
photos animate a landscape of  memory over which 
Voices From Kaw Thoo Lei may be heard.  
(Martha Gorzycki, 11 min, USA)

Truth Seekers
Wed., Oct. 19, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens before La Troisième Langue
Narrated by students, their teacher, a survivor, 
education experts, and public historians, Truth Seekers 
depicts a student-driven social justice movement that 
called for courses and history books in Calif. schools to 
include an account of  the 1930s “Mexican 
Repatriation.” (Lani Cupchoy, 21 min, USA)  

Transit Zone
Sun., Oct. 23, 8 pm, UW Ethnic Cultural Theatre
Screens as part of the Shorts Program 

Set in the mysterious murky confines of  the “jungle” in 
Calais, Transit Zone follows Teefa, a young man who 
fled the regime in Sudan with big dreams of  a new life 
in the UK. 
(Frederik Subei, 32 min, Scotland/UK)
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SESSION SPONSORS

SPECIAL-EVENT SPONSORS



FILM FESTIVAL

SOCIAL
JUSTICE

Meaningful Movies
T. Cody Swift & Riverstyx Foundation

Twist: Seattle Queer Film Festival
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